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CATHOLIC CHANGES: Benedict has one of the shortest times as pontiff and is one of only three who have quit

Bishop
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When the Pope steps down his reputation as a brilliant theologian will beintact. But hefell short
of the mark he set himself on unifying the church, building relationships with other religions
and restoring the church’s infl He was criticised by Muslims for quoting a Byzantine

emperor who characterised some teachings of Muhammad as “evil and inhuman”. PHOTO: AP

Love park for gay couples as Byron mayor bays

[ SUE GARDINER
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MAYOR Simon Richardson
wants Byron Shire to “lead
the charge” for marriage
equality in Australia and is
even considering producing
symbolic marriage certifi-
cates that he could present
at ceremonies for same sex
couples

Cr Richardson is prepar-
ing a notice of motion to

place on record the shire’s
support for marriage equal-
ity and is looking for more
ideas, “both symbolic and
substantial to add weight to
this”.

A marriage registry in By-
ron Shire for gay couples
and handing out a tree to
them on their union to plant
in a “love park”, are some of
the ideas that he's already
considering.

He said he hoped Byron’s

salutes retiring
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A LOCAL bishep has reacted
to the news of Pope Benedict
XVI’s resignation, support-
ing the leader of the world’s
Catholics in his decision.

The German-born Pope Be-
nedict announced his resig-
nation, spoken in Latin, at a
meeting with world cardinals
in his residence in the Apos-
tolic Palace on Monday.

The Pope said he would re-
sign due to old age (he is 85)
on February 28 after just
eight years as Pope, making
his one of the shortest pontif-
icates in modern history.

“Thave come to the certain-
ty that my strengths, due to
an advanced age, are no long-
er suited to an adequate exer-
cise of the Petrine ministry,”
Pope Benedict said.

The only other resigna-
tions of popes are known to
be Celestine V, who resigned
in 1294, and Gregory XII, who
abdicated his role in 1415.

Local Bishop, Rev Geoffrey

of the 265
popes in history, only
two have resigned, the
last in 1415. The church
is always moving on,
and by Easter we
expect a new pope to
be elected to lead the
Catholic Church.

if many local governments
¥ start coming out it starts to

get hard for the higher echelons of
government to ignore.

stance would prompt simi-
lar action from councils
across Australia, placing
pressure on the Federal Go-
vernment to reverse its op-
position to gay marriage in
this election year.

He said even those not
convinced by the equality
argument may be persuad-
ed by the amount of pink
dollars such a stance would
likely inject into the shire’s
economy.

.

TN

Aoy

WHEN IN ROME: Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett meeting Pope

Benedict XVI in 2010.

Jarrett of Lismore Diocese
spoke of the shock move yes-
terday.

“Pope Benedict’s announ-
cement of his retirement at
the end of this month has ta-
ken us by surprise. After all,
of the 265 popes in history,
only two_have resigned, the
last in 1415,” Rev Jarrett said.

“Yet, on reflection the deci-
sion will be recognised as
quite in character with this
humble and courageous lead-
er who has always been a
clear thinker and a man of de-
cisive action.”

“The church is always mov-
ing on and by Easter we ex-
pect a new pope to be elected
to lead the Catholic Church.”

Cr Richardson said he
would liaise with locals and
groups like Australian Mar-
riage Equality and the
Greens’ own equivalent
group before bringing a mo-
tion before council at Easter.

Shane Duniam from
Northern Rivers gay and
lesbian group Tropical
Fruits said such symbolic
support would likely en-
hance the Northern Rivers’
growing reputation as a gay

Rev Jarrett asked people of
faith for their prayers in the
process of choosing a new
pope, which commences on
Tebruary 28, and to remem-
ber Pope Benedict “with gra-
titude for his Christian teach-
ing and leadership”.

“Pope Benedict has the
sharp mind of surely one of
the keenest thinkers and
scholars of his era.

“We will remember him for
his clear, profound buf simple
teaching of eternal truths, es-
pecially about the dignity of
the human person and his
strong warning against the
dictatorship of relativism
which takes over when peo-
ple forget God.”

for equality

travel Mecca.

Mr Duniam said it was im-
portant that councils were
inclusive.

“Just the recognition
would mean a lot. Symbols
are important,” he said.

But deputy mayor Diane
‘Woods said social issues
were not the domain of local
government.

“I'm not against the con-
cept but it's got nothing to
do with us,” Cr Woods said.
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